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APOTHECARY SERVICE CRITICIZED

The Kraanoye 8elo Apothecary in Leningrsd Oblast sexrves several small
apothscery centeras. JFor the first 4 months of the year the main apotbscary
store was scheduled to sell 93,000 rubles’ worth of medicinal preparations
vhie the apothecary centers were to have sold 9,000 rublea. Actually, how-
ever, the main store’'s sales totaled only 97,000 ruolss while the gmaller
stores sold 16,000 rubles. A epecial commission appointed to study thie
great disparity fourd thet it was due primarily to poor planning by the Ob~
last Apothecary Administration.

The main store serves five rursl mediocal etations in addition to the
needs of the reyon center. Yheee five rural melivel statizns each have
apothacary centers. The natural question is "Why i1s it that these apoth-
ecary osnters vhick serve a population twice as large ac that served by the
rayon center are scheduled to sell only one tenth af the amownt of msdicinal
proparations 80.4 by the rayon sentert™ It is true thet ‘he reyon serter
L9 affiltiated with a polyclinic snd renders good medical gervice, and for
tkis resscn more pesple comcelvably conld come to the rayon canter.

Unfortunately, howsver, the real reeson is thst the rayon Apothecar,
&tore is mot doing enything in the matter of dispensing medicinal prepara-
tions to the so-called backvoods areas.

Surgean's assistents centera served by the Kramnoye Selo Apotbecary
store have twrned in & remarkable record of small sales. There are five
such centers. Two of them, cme serving a paper factory and the other ths
*Shtwra” Sovkinz, have made no sales at all. The Fiuno-Vysotskiy center
80ld a total of 198 rudles’ vorth of medicined and the ‘Vitinek center sold
& moro 10h udlea® wortll of wedirinal préparations. The Russko-Vysotckiy
sargeon s asalstents center aocld 34C rmbles’ vorth of medical Ireparations. -
™in 18 indeed a rether disappointing situskion, parti. ilarly vhem one oem-
siders that the activity of these surgwon‘s assiatante centers ie a nomm by
vhioh the performance of publis health services in any particular region can
be measured.

cer~ The mostisl‘tiné cammission pointed out one fact vhiek mighi be the
ceuse for thie lack of interest in promoting eales. Tue various small
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aputhecary stores and centers are not sctual cutlet stores dul ece in fact
retail stores who buy from the central apotbscery store at Krasnsye Sslo.
Dacree So 76 of the Ministry of Health USSR va: lssued in an attempt to stop
thie t pe of operatiocn., ' Three monthe have passed since the proclamation

of the decree, but no chenge is in evidemce in the demlinga of the Krasnoye
8eo fApothecary Store.

T 'Moreover, the Erasmoye Selo Apothecary Store is classed as &n ™un-
liquidated stors.” That le to say, it has on hand 3sveral thousend rubles:
wortv of hellotrope extract, apamorphine, neroin, opium with sugar, and
“..: 1" whioch the Oblee* Apothscary Administration is supposed to take
vack. However; no one wants to do anything about the dispisal of these
articles.

The Apothscary Administration intends to estadlish 96 new zpothscary
centars and to convart 257 (reteil) outlet etores into apothecary cen-
tors -~ ¥, vn:torov, Loningrad

o I.n Kursk the apothocary service has improved a great doal after reox-
" genizatios 4n" ‘acdordsnce with -the rucent Minigtry of Bealth USSR decree.

L ‘“Hewever, the supply service ie still-poor and in'need of iwprovement. One
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of. the moét common reascns £or poor supply to backwoods regioms is the lack
of prepared medicines ds well as ths shortaége of proper equipment for com-
pomnding pnuoriptim Moreover, there ie poor liaison between menufacturer
and consumer; for example, there is a glmes factory in Kursk which ocould
easily 111 the requiremsnts of the Kursk Apothecary Service. Hovever; the
féotory's output is consigned to Khar'kov, and Kursk apothssaries have to
rely om eastern glass tactories for their glassvare suppliri. )

The varehousss of t%w Apothecary Administration have a good stook of
médicines on hand. Hovover, they carmot be shippel to rural apothecary
centers and other apothecaries due to the lack of means of transportatiom.
There are two Kursk factories, one a glass factory and the other a pharma-
ceuticsl faotory, woich have 12 trucks in their auto pocl. However, only
tvu of them are heing ussd. This pressents a definite prodlem as the Kursk
Apotheoary Mministration dopends upon these twz trucks to supply medicines
and other items to 125 apothecaries, 220 apothecary centers; and 900 retail
out) “is serving various rural surgeon's assietants stavions -~ 8. Khatekevich,
Chief, Oblast Depariment, Main Administration for Apothecaries, Kursk.

Many of the large citiea have excellent facilitise for proiucing pharma-
coutiocal goods. One of these is the Karan' Pharmaceutical Factory which 1s
wder the Jurisliction of the GAIG (Main Adminirtration for Apothsceriec).
Hovever this great indust+via) giant ie not doing ites shary. At present,
only one shift is working, and many of the apothecaries do nut ‘have many of
the more common medicines because of low factory output. The answer to this
prodlem is simple. The Kszean' Fictory has no intersst in brirging ebout any
improvement ih tbe apothecary service. Many of ths apothecaries are in
diffioult financial positions dus to a low twrnover of goods. Until the
factories produce move, there camot be a groetor tumover, and the present
situation will contioue.

¥requently, odblast apothecary warehousss and mumlicipul apothecary
wvarehouses axe housed under the same roof. This adds to the confusiom and
in no wvay aimplifies matters. Frequently, the municipal ssction of the ware:
house 1s able to fill its orders before the oblast section. Whether this is
ascouxplished lsgaliy or illegally, it adds to the ill feslirg betveen nblast
and municipal agsncies. It is suggested that many of the difficulties cau de
svercoms by putting the mumicipal apothecary varshouses undor the jurisdiction
of the oblast apothecary warehouses. Thus, the needs of the oblast would be
met and t2s backwoods regicns would get their share of medical preparatioms
~-- A. Fudim, Kazen'.




